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Good Friday 
P:  Pastor        A:  Assisting Minister       C:   Congregation (bolded) 

   

† THE GATHERING † 
 

INTRODUCTION    

Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion 

account, Jesus reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and 

sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for 

the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ’s death offers life to all. 

We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around 

which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate 

the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 

 

PRELUDE O Sacred Head Frederick William Zachau 

 

GREETING 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

OPENING HYMN My Song Is Love Unknown ELW 343 

1.  My song is love unknown, 

My Savior's love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 

That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I that for my sake 

My Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

 

2  He came from his blest throne 

Salvation to bestow; 

The world that was his own  

Would not its Savior know. 

But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 

Who at my need his life did spend! 

 

 

 



  

3.  Sometimes we strew his way 

And his sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 

Hosannas to our king. 

Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 

And for his death we thirst and cry. 

 

4.  We cry out; we will have 

Our dear Lord made away, 

A murderer to save, 

The prince of life to slay. 

Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes 

That he his foes from thence might free. 

 

5. In life no house, no home 

My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? Heav'n was his home 

But mine the tomb wherein he lay. 

 

6.  Here might I stay and sing— 

No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

Never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend! 

 
Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   

P: Let us pray.  Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of 

sinners, and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C: Amen.  

 

Please be seated.  



  

† THE WORD † 

 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

The suffering servant. 

 

A: 13See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very 

high. 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him—so marred was his 

appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals— 
15so he shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which had not been told them they shall see, and that which they had not 

heard they shall contemplate. 53:1Who has believed what we have heard?  And to 

whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 2For he grew up before him like a 

young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we 

should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  3He was 

despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 

and as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him 

of no account. 

 
4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted 

him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our 

transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made 

us whole, and by his bruises we are healed.  6All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of 

us all. 

 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a 

lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

so he did not open his mouth. 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. Who 

could have imagined his future?  For he was cut off from the land of the living, 

stricken for the transgression of my people. 9They made his grave with the wicked 

and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no 

deceit in his mouth. 

 
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life 

an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through 

him the will of the LORD shall prosper. 11Out of his anguish he shall see light; he 

shall find satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall 

make many righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will allot 



  

him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because 

he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he 

bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

The Word of the Lord.   

C:   Thanks be to God.       

 

Hebrews 10:16-25 

The way to God is opened by Jesus’ death. 

 

A: [After the Holy Spirit says,]  16“This is the covenant that I will make with them 

after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write 

them on their minds,” 17he also adds,  “I will remember their sins and their 

lawless deeds no more.” 18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer 

any offering for sin. 

 
19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the 

blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 

curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the 

house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with 

our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 

pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for 

he who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another 

to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

The Word of the Lord.   

C:   Thanks be to God.       
 

Please stand if you are able. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          Were You There?  ELW 353 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

 



  

PASSION NARRATIVE ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN 

Please refer to the narrative booklet.   

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                        Pastor Tim Seitz-Brown 

 

Please stand if you are able. 

 

SERMON HYMN               O Sacred Head, Now Wounded ELW 351 

 



  

 
Please be seated or kneel. 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world.  

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus 

Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of 

salvation in Christ to all people.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   

C: Amen. 

P: Let us pray for all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus 

Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. 

Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of 

salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for our bishops, our pastor, and all servants of the church, and for all 

the people of God. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 



  

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 

Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep 

them in health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our 

various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. Increase the faith and 

understanding of those preparing for baptism.  Give them new birth as your 

children, and keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all 

who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 

and keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your 

teaching to Moses.  Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as 

your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 



  

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you 

under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more 

faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know 

you and find peace in you.  Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love 

and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you 

as the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for God's creation. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all 

the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 

 

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In 

your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy 

justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

A: Let us pray for those in need. 



  

Silent prayer. 

 

 Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to 

those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to 

travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from 

falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any 

trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need.  We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 

 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 

Please stand if you are able. 

The dialogue below is recited three times: first at the beginning of the procession, a 

second time at the midpoint of the procession, and again a third time at the end of the 

procession. 

 

P: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of | the whole world. 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus ELW 349 

 

 



  

 
 

Please leave in silence, reflecting on the sacrifice of Jesus and the mercy of God. 

 

 
Join us for Easter worship at 9:00 a.m. 

 


